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SUBJECT: FRENCH DEMARCHE ON BUNDESTAG PRESIDIUM MEETING 

REF: (A) STATE 37776 (B) STATE 39402 (C) STATE 36933 

1. FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR (MASSET) PRESENTED DEMARCHE 
TO DEPARTMENT EEBRUARY 28 TO UNDERSCORE GROWING FRENCH 
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CONCERN THAT AT .LIES RISK SERIOUS DIFEICULTIES IN BERLIN 
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IF THEY DO NOT CLEARLY AND FORCEEULLY CONVEY TO FRG 
THAT PRESIDIUM SHOULD NOT MEET IN BERLIN AT THIS TIME. 

MASSET SAID GOF WISHED TO ASSOCIATE ITSELF WITH EARLIER 
BRITISH APPROACH TO DEPARTMENT (REF A) AND WOULD APPRECIATE 
HAVING US JOIN WITH FRENCH AND UK IN ORDERING FRG NOT 
TO HOLD PRESIDIUM MEETING IN BERLIN AT THIS TIME BECAUSE 
IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY INOPPORTUNE TO DO SO. 

2. DEPTOFF (GEORGE) REVIEWED FOR MASSET BASIS FOR US 
POSITION ON REPLY TO RENGER (REF C) AND POINTED OUT THAT 
US HAD AGREED TO DRAFT ALLIED TEXT OF BRANDT-RENGER LETTER 
WHICH IN OUR OPINION MADE CLEAR THAT ALL ALLIES INCLUDING 
US FELT MEETING SHOULD BE POSTPONED. HE QUESTIONED 
WHETHER, IN VIEW OF RAPIDLY EVOLVING SITUATION, MASSET'S 
INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE DEMARCHE COULD HAVE BEEN ISSUED 
PRIOR TO QUAI'S HAVING LEARNED THAT WE HAD ACCEPTED 
TEXT OF REPLY TO RENGER (REFTEL B). MASSET COULD NOT 
PROVIDE ASSURANCES ON THIS MATTER, BUT HE SAID HE 

BELIEVED GOF POSITION WAS THAT TEXT DID NOT GO EAR 
ENOUGH AND FOR THAT REASON HE WAS MAKING HIS DEMARCHE. 
CASEY 
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